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(3) It allows on the part of the child the exercise
of certain thoughts of love, kindness, gratitude,
admiration, repentance, devotion, worship, peace,
trust and desire for service, which otherwise he
would have no opportunity of expressing. This
last is expression work's most valuable help in this
particular branch of education.

There are still a considerable number of those
engaged in the religious education of children under
eight years of age who shrink from employing hand-
work as a means to stimulate thought and to reveal
ideas. The reticence arises from failure to realise
that handwork, and especially drawing, is nothing
less than a " language " to the child ; or from the
idea that it " might lead to irreverence,*' as it is
said. Generally the latter is the more powerful
consideration, for the evidence is so convincing
regarding the former that few indeed who know
it can fail to recognise its truth. The subject of
children's drawings is too lengthy to be dealt with
here, but the reader is referred to any standard text-
book for a summary of the present position.1

Investigation shews that the danger of irreverence
is a mere bogey, having its real origin in the ignorance
of adults. If only the matter is in the first place
presented reverently there is no danger that either
its impression or expression will be irreverent. On
the contrary singularly reverent thoughts frequently
find a place. In a school of about three hundred
infants where expression work was used throughout
and where great care was taken to give a reverent

*See Introduction to Child   Psychology,  by   C.  W.  Waddle,
pp. 192, seqq.